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collected together and arranged the alkalies, acids, oxides, and alkaloids in sepa¬ 
rate groups for the purpose of easy reference, with a description of their micro- 
acopical uppearances, and the effect of polarized light upon them. 

The chapter on the microscope in biology is too brief to be of much service in 
the study of what is probably the most important branch of pure microscopical 
science. 

That on the microscope in vegetable histology and botany is better, but we 
confess we do not see the use of giving within the narrow compass of u single 
chapter a list of the various orders of Fungi or of -the Alga:, which may be found 
in any work on botany; and regard as a positive waste of important space the 
including of nine pages of analysis of the tribes and genera of Diatoms, taken 
from the Micrographic Dictionary. 

The same objection may be urged against the next chapter on the microscope 
in zoology; there is not sufficient space given to the purely microscopic appear¬ 
ances of the lower orders of life. The section on insects is, however, a good one 
for one so brief. 

The next two chapters arc the concluding ones, and are the most important in 
the work, being devoted to animal histology and the microscope in pathology 
and medicine. These are the best in the book, and are sufficiently full. The 
discussion of the study of embryology, including the directions for preparing sec¬ 
tions of the embryo is fairly good. We object, however, to the use of the words 
“hind brain” for posterior part of the brain, and deprecate the awkward expres¬ 
sion “ splanchnolepure folds.” 

In speaking of new formations, we think that the author errs in dividing tumours 
histologically into histoid and carcinomatous, which, to say the least, is a very 
doubtful division of a subject in our knowledge of which we are as yet far from 
perfect. 

A glossary is appended, giving in clear, brief terms a definition of the various 
scientific terms used throughout the book. The index is a good one, and has been 
made with some care. 

This work will not take the place of works of the class of “ Beale on the Mi¬ 
croscope,” but may be of considerable service as a compendium of microscopical 
science, in which field lies its chief value. C. S. B. 


Art. XLI.— Transactions of State Medical Societies. 

1. Transactions of the Nebraska State Medical Society. Sixth, Seventh , and 

Eighth Annual Meetings. 1874 to 1876. pp. 221. Lincoln, Neb., 1877. 

2. Transactions of the Kansas Medical Society , May, 1876. pp. 67. To¬ 

peka, Kansas, 1877. 

3. Transactions of the Michigan State Medical Society, May, 1876. pp. 

363 to 497. Lansing, Mich., 1876. 

4. Transactions of the Vermont Medical Society, for 1874, 5, and 6. pp. 

397 to 562. 

1. The triennial publication of the Nebraska Society contains a feature which 
we have not before noticed in works of its class. It consists of analytical sketches 
of the contents of “Transactions” issued by similar societies in other States. 
Obviously useful as these may be to the Fellows, they as obviously require no 
reference from us in this place. We incline to the opinion that they are better 
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worth printing than many articles of more pretension to originality which the 
hapless committees often feel obliged to publish in such works. 

Dr. George Tilden reports a case of stricture of the Ascending colon at it, h. 
pnbe flexure. Symptom, of chronic gastritis, chronic hepatitis, with constipation 
and multiform dyspeptic troubles, had existed for some three years. At the 
antopsv the stricture was found nearly occlusive, with evidence of active infhw. 
■nation The bowel below the stricture (physiologically above) was enormoadv 
distended. So, too, was the small intestine, which presented signs of hi-h iti. 
flammatort- action. Death was preceded by symptoms similar to those of stmn. 
gulated hernia. 

Vomiting of ■ • bright red blood " by a fine hearty boy four hours old, is reported 
by Dr. L. H. Robbins. The child’s clothes were saturated “from the neck to 
the lower part of the body," beside, quite a large space on the bedding. X„ 
cause or explanation was perceived in the condition of chUd or mother. A little 
paleness and coldness of extremities was the only deviation from health noticed 
m the child, which afterwards thrived admirably. 

A moving narrative concerning a peculiarly gifted family is contributed by Dr 
Boncsteele. A woman five months gone, after a few hou'rs of distressing vomit 
■ng and diarrhoia, was attacked with terrible convulsions. A quart of blood eru 
taken. Labour-pains now soon commenced. In a couple of hours the spasm 
reappeared, with bleeding from nose and ears. Thirty ounces of blood were rc 
moved by venesection, and delivery was accomplished. After a few horns of 
quiet, vomiting again occurred, with the result of expelling four lumbrici, from 
thirteen inches upward in length. Convulsions returning, turpentine and castor 
oU were given. Free evacuations appeared, but the patient lay senseless, livid, 
cold, and bleeding as before. Convulsions continued, passing into profound 
coma, lnsting six days. During this latter period, calomel and jalap procured, 
daily, large feculent passages “ literally alive with worms.” [“ Some seventeen 
large nscaris lumbricoidcs had now passed;” query, numerous smaller ones?] 
Coma gradually passed off. During convalescence, ten more “large, round” 
worms were discharged. Soon after recovery, the husband was ailing, and, upon 
appropriate treatment, passed four large round worms. Not unnaturally sas- 
picious of the progeny of such parents, similar treatment was extended to the 
children, and “they all passed worms.” The number of children is not noted, 
but of worms sixty large round ones were procured from the whole family. For 
the sanitary reputation of Nebraska, we should add that all parties were recently 
arrived from an older State. 

A case in which gunshot wound of the left middle lobe of the brain was fol- 
lowed by total inability to call persons and things by their names, is reported by 
Dr. Hershey. The anterior lobe is said to have been implicated, but the descrip, 
tion is not a clear one. Articulation was distinct; no hemiplegia appeared, and 
the mind was clear during the brief hours between the insensibility immediately 
attending the wound and the fatal coma that supervened. 

Dr. ^ on Mansfelde, in a somewhat elaborate paper concerning conception, 
maintains, with other propositions, that a fecundated ovum attaches itself to the 
uterine surface only at a period a few days anterior to the next menstrual period. 


2. The Kansas publication possesses that somewhat rare attraction, an opening 
address which is both brief and sensible, from its president, Dr. Sinks. 

Attempts which have been made to collect medical evidence and opinion by 
circular letters, indicate a general impression that typical typhoid fever is a rare 
disease. Malarial fevers, however, with their sequels, are commonly reported. 
Dr. Stuart, who collates the correspondence, refers to the unsatisfactory condition 
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of medical knowledge as to the disease or diseases to which the name typho-ma¬ 
larial fever is applied. The term seems to be much used iu Kansas, sometimes 
as synonymous with bilious remittent. As affecting the origin or development of 
consumption, and its cure if not advanced, the opinion seems general that the dry 
soil and air of the State exert a sanative influence. 

In a paper on hydrophobia, Dr. Roberta discredits the popular idea that the 
bite of the common skunk is especially liable to produce fatal results. That sin¬ 
gle animals may have been bitten by rabid dogs or wolves, and thus have con¬ 
tracted the disease and the power to communicate it, is thought not unlikely. 
Indeed Dr. Roberts has collected some seventeen cases in men, where hydrophobia 
followed skunk-bite, and ten more where no harm followed. All cases but one 
of the dreadful disease from this source occurred in a limited area, where, too, 
wolves have been known to exhibit the signs of madness. 

Dr. S. S. Todd reports a case of ovariotomy presenting some rather noteworthy 
points. Menstruation had been pretty regular, as to period, and the operation 
was done seventeen days after cessation 6f a flow. The function was again per¬ 
formed on the fourth day after the operation. The “ spleen and other abdominal 
viscera” are reported to have been “found to be healthy." The tumour, found 
to be many-cysted, appears to have been removed through an incision of seven 
inches in length, after being emptied of its fluids to the amount of thirty-eight 
pounds. Total weight is stated at forty-two pounds. A drainage-tube was placed 
in the wound, which elsewhere was closed with silver sutures. For ten days the 
cavity was washed out twice daily with a weak solution of carbolic acid and salt. 
The tube was removed on the twelfth day, with the last of the ligatures. On the 
nineteenth day perforation of the rectum was diagnosticated. For three or four 
weeks there continued to escape at intervals pus from the anus and gases from 
the unclosed portion of wound. On no day after the fifth day, till the close of 
the sixth week, did the temperature fall below 100° or the pulse below 110. The 
sverages from the fifth day to the forty-second were: pulse 122, and the 6 P. M. 
temperature 102|°. Yet nausea lasted only three or four dap, ceasing then on 
inspending opium. Food was relished on the fourth day. From the fourth to 
the twelfth day five grains each of quinine and salicylic acid were given thrice 
daily. A decided fall in temperature always followed each dose, and a similar 
effect often followed the washing of the cavity. The cure became complete, after 
removal home on the fifty-first day. 

Several brief papers and valuable cases make up this neat, unpretentious, and 
carefully prepared pamphlet. 

3. A very interesting and suggestive paper in the Michigan Transactions is 
that of Dr. £. P. Christian upon fixtal abnormities, etc. Some dozen cases from 
his own experience arc described, very briefly, and are employed as text for 
some ingenious and philosophical speculations upon the laws of nutrition and 
development. 

Dr. Brodie’s Presidential Address directs the minds of his hearers to the im¬ 
portant topics of the time, as viewed from a medical stand-point. , 

We are glad to see the dangers of chloroform nnd the safety of ether, as anaes¬ 
thetics, set before the Michigan profession by Dr. Wade. With an inhaler of his 
own invention he produces anesthesia at an expense of only one ounce of ether 
on the average. Nausea is rarely produced. 

Dr. Parmenter notes the occurrence in his practice of cases of continued fever 
not exhibiting the characters of typhoid. More than twenty such have been met 
*ith in half a dozen years. Three deaths occurred. A slight dry cough was 
always present in the first stages. 
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4. Apart from the mmute of the throe meetings, the Vermont publication i, 
almost entirely made np of essays compiled from standard authorities and eminent 
investigators. Dr. Dunsmore, however, presents a paper in which ho contends 
against the too great weight recently given to the “ dirt theory" in accounting f~ 
tvplicml titver. He certainly convicts some of its advocates of bad logic and nn. 
iounded inferences. His own style, however, is so careless that in some places it 
is difficult to follow his thought. 

Dr. Janes writes briefly in favour of amputation at the knee-joint, preserving 
the patella and the condyles of the femur. jj \ J g 


Art. XUI —Die KrieguCKrurgie der letzten 150 Jahre in Preuim 
Itede gehalten rur 1-tier det Stiftungitage, der miHtSrSrztlichen Bildonei 
An,Mien am 2 Augvet, 1876. Von Dr. E. Gum/r, Professor der Chinugie 
an der Klimg Friedrich Wilhelms Univcrsitiit in Berlin. 

Militarg Surgerg during the pa,t 150 years in Prmria; Oration delivered on 
the Anniversary of the Militarg Medical School on the 2 d of Augutt 1876 
by Dr. E. Gcrlt, Professor of Surgerv, etc. 


The nature of the pumphlct before us is such ns to preclude the possibiliti of 
giving an abstract of its contents without copious quotations, and wo must, there- 
fore, limit ourselves to referring to a few salient points in this truly meritorious 
production. 

The orator has traced, in a most graphic style, the development of military 
surgery through the numerous campaigns, beginning with the year 1713. He 
has pointed out the character, the labours and trials, the rank’ and pay of the 
army surgeon, the notable improvements in army medical matters and educational 
institutions. We arc informed that the. germs of the present medical school were 
planted by King Friedrich Wilhelm I. in 1713, in establishing the Theatnm 
Anntomicum, principally devoted to the teaching of anatomy.- In 1724 lectures 
on medicine, surgery, botany, and chemistry, were added; and thus the Colle¬ 
gium Medico-Chirurgicum, for the training of medico-surgeons for the country 
and the army, established. This institution is the predecessor of what is to-day 
known as the “Friedrich Wilhems Universitlit.” In 1727 the Charit6 Hospital 
at Berlin was founded, and assisted materially in the training of mill tan - surgeons. 
As early ns 1725, through the cfTorts of Dr. job. Theod Eller, a law was enacted 
requiring all physicians and surgeons, in order to practise their profession in 
Prussia, to pass the State Examining Board. In spite of these conditions, we 
are told that they were insufficient to secure a well-educated corps of army sur¬ 
geons, and that by far the largest number had to be recruited from the barber¬ 
shops; and that owing to the then existing difference in education between 
physicians and surgeons, the latter occupied a very subordinate position both in 
the army and in society. It is, therefore, surprising how some of these ex- 
barbers advanced in the respective grades, and attained finally the highest posi¬ 
tion in the Army Medical Department. Frederick the Great apparently sought 
to elevate the tone of the Prussian Medical Corps by sending a number of sur¬ 
geons to trance for the purpose of enlarging their experience and knowledge, 
and by inviting to Prussia a number of French surgeons for the purpose of teach¬ 
ing and demonstrating the art of military surgery. 

Prof. Gurlt dwells especially upon the hospital system, methods of treatment, and 
means of transportation of the sick and wounded during the “ Seven Years’ War,” 



